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CEL is looking for young people interésted in being teachers in an environment

committed to learning and self enquiry. As we thought about whas kind of person we would like to invite to be a part of the
school, we as educators also began to wonder abour our own edicational paths and journeys: how, in shors, we became teachers

ourselves,

account written to gwc a feel for what matkes the adults here tick.

1 am a school teacher. My
wotkplace is a twenty-four acre
campus outside Bangalore. I have
no boss, no minions; instead, my
and I work on an

is  rot

colleagues
equal footing. This
simplé as it sounds; even without
a structural hierarchy, the dynam-
ics of p‘gwer and dependency of-
ten take hold. It takes a great in-
vestment of energy to keep this a
truly cooperative  workplace. My
current  clients include young
adults grappling with their poten-
tial identities, budding adoles-
cents with a whole new range of
interests and precocious nine-
year-olds who are good at look-
I enjoy conveying

&5

ing Innocent.

my passion for my subjects to my

- energetic students. 1 don’t indulge

in comparative evaluation, and I
don’t punish them (though 1 am
often temptedl).  They
challenge me daily about my hab-
its, intellect and appearance. In
turn, I encourage them to tnake
the school their own, creating an
atmosphere  of
alongside plaj?fulneg_s. This
space that allows, éven demands,
scepticism, a  questioning of ex-
ternal systems and structures - as

sorely

is a

well as of one’s own beliefs and
identities.

How did I get here? When 1
completed my graduate studies, I
naturally had several options.

responsibility -

From there, it-was a short siep to describing our own current perceptmm of our work. Wbazt Jollows is one stch

'»,‘

One was to live the life of an aca-

demic: financially secute, “moving
up the ladder, seeking recogni-
tion from society at large. Or I
could find a job that marketed my
skifls the best. But I had always
been interested in learning about
the ‘meta’ questions of life: the

" nature of conflict and of the self]

the shifting nature of conscious-
ness, the relationship between in-
dividual and society. 1 wondered

if my chosen vocaton would
have a connection to my ques-
tions, or whether these latter

would slowly become petipheral
to my life. The most burning
questions become ‘youthful ideal-
ism’ as we grow older. 1 realised




then that I wanted to work with
these issues concretely, in
situations, making them a part of
my life and work.

A creative school
ment offer this
learning to a teacher. Such a set-
ting can focus the emotional and
social self in sharp and unrelent-
ing relief. Adults are willing to
play by the unwritten rules of
safe relationship—“let’s not rock
the boat”™—but children are not.
They are frank and unpredict-
able, and do not fit into conve-
nient roles. They force you to re-
examine your rusty rules  and
your safe conventions. However,
traditiogal schools are so tightly
structured  that they allow too

does potential

little chaos to spill over and learn
from, The school 1 would join had
to be one that paid close attention

real

environ-

-SCIESE

to the balance between freedom
and discipline for students and.

teachers.

I could describe myself as
working at a small, English me-
dium school cateting to utban
middle class children, less
than a market salary! So why am I
here, instead of at a school for the
underprivileged, or at 2a school
that would pay me handsomely
educating . the super elite?
One important answer is that I
want to be part of a broader defi-
nition of education, not one that
merely  guarantees  a  ‘well-
rounded individual’, but one that
brings in my ‘meta’ questions in
such a way that I can grow and the
students in my care will benefit.

The school, as most readers
might know, is run by a group of
twelve to fifteen individuals who
make all decisions collectively.

for

for

‘Without the sputious comfort of a

headmaster or management com-
mittee to lean on, there is no
of “ug’ “them”;
there is no one to complain to or
about, In my areas of responsibil-
ity (teaching, mentoring and ad-
ministration) 1 enjoy a great deal
of autonomy; at the same time, I
am naturally answerable to my
colleagues. This is an area that
can generate powerful forces of
conflict as well as cooperation.
The idea is not to overcome oth-
ers’ points %f view by argument
and persuasion, bgt to listen to
each other until a common deci-
sion emetges—or we drop from
exhaustion. This is the process of
dialogue that carries us in unpre-
dictable yet meaningful directions
and feeds the activity of the
school.

The curriculum at CFL in-

ii

“ug”.  versus

clades of course an' emphasis on
the outdoors, on hands-on activ-
fty, intimacy with nature and a

process- - and  skill-based  ap-
proach to learning. In this way,
we are superficially similar. to

many progressive schools. But
there is a crucial difference. QOur

curricalum is not an end in itself; \
rather it is a patent examination
of all aspects of ourt lives that we
If that sounds
grand a statement, let me give an
example. When a student here
studies mathematics and learns to
appreciate the beauty of the sub-
ject, she is also learning about
fear, motivation, resistance, pride,
disappointment and the entire

encounter, too

-spectrum of possible human  re-

sponses to any situation. She is
learning  the difference  between
confusion and clarity, and also
how her -images of herself and
others influence her  perceptions.
These complexities are  u
pushed under the carpet in order -
that  children  may - “single— .
mindedly  pursue  the natrow
goals that we as adults set for
them. But these very complexi-
ties are the stuff of our daily
lives, whether we recognise it or
not, and cannot be ignored; in
fact this patient investigation is
vital, we feel, for the well-being
of the individual and the wider
group.

If this sounds so far like an
idyll, it is most emphatically not.
There are, of course, inner (and
outer) struggles and  doubts.
When I look around at my peers,
I see them achieving success and
recognition, and I am not immune
to feelings of envy and insecu-
rity. This, actually, is the whole
point; I don’t believe that mere

usually .




. close
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external circumstances, the daily
familiar structure of work and re-

lationship, in an enquiriﬁg envi-
. ronment or otherwise, can shield

us from pain and everyday amgst.

So: what is life like here in
the present? Given the challenges
of the entetprise, it is difficult to
sum everything up in a simple
package. Life here is as life ev-

- gut-churning,

erywhere: by turn unpredictable,
simple, exhilarat-
ing. With the vital difference that
here is a possibility to turn the
movement of living on its own
head and question its patterns,
both individual and social, in a

deep way. To those contemplat-

ing such a joutney, 1 would sim-
ply say: come on in. The water is
fine.

Events and Pro:grarmnes
Yakshagana

In January 2008, a yakshagana
team, Tharikita Kala Kammata, per-
formed at our campus. The theme
they played out was madbura
manikya, a story about a girl break-
ing out of traditional roles and
conventions. The

beautiful and moving and was en-

evening  was

joyved by the CFL. community as
well as Varadenaballi village.

Varadeénahalli Interaction

This year, the staff and chil-

dren of CFL have had, as always,. -

interactions  with

school. CIL. -students have worked

with the children from the village
on topics as varied as  math
(through games and puwzles), En-
glish, time and art. Needless to
say, the interaction was both fun

and

meaningful.

some -

Tamala trip to Wayanad

The Tamala group (11-12
year olds) visited. the Gurukula
Botanical Sanctuary in January for
a period of 10 days. It was the
first trip for them as a group and
it was a. valuable and intense
time; they had many questions

£

about the natural world and our

- relationship with it as well as our

place in it. Swimming in the river,
long  silent walks in the forest,
Sketc.hing, coffee picking, work-
ing at their books and on as-

trofiomy, stargazing and singing
‘oni the tower: they left the Sanc- .

Cgroups  from Tthe  Varadenahalli . tuaty alfeady cager _for”the]r next

visit!
‘Alternative Energy

For many vyears, we have
beén concerned about our en-
ergy consumption patterns, and

both adults childten have
thought hard about energy use in

and

various contexts. As a result, sev-,

eral concrete changes have come
about on cafmpus.

In March 2008,; CFL commis-
sioned an alternative energy sys-
tem for our computers and for
lighting the hostels, We have in-
stalled a hybrid solar-wind power
system for the computers (yes,

‘there is actually a wéndmill on cam-

pusl); lighting for the hostels will
be supplied by a 2 kilowatt solar
power *pack. The sourcing and
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installation were done with the
help of the Mitra Foundation. We
would like to thank Adarsh,”
Shailendra and Seema for all their
help and support.

The installation of the wind-
mill was a particularly exciting
process, with the whole
pulling hard to erect the polel
The job was ultdmately done with.
a lot of sweat and ingenuityl

school




2

- experimentation,

Astronomy Mela 2007

Varadenahaili bril-
liant winter skies. The night air
rings like crystal and the stars are
cold, sharp and close. After din-
net, groups of children and adults

offers us

gather to watch and learn about
the cosmos.

Almost  directly overhead is
the giant square of Pegasus the
winged horse, -and- neatby floats
the Andromeda galaxy, home to
billions of stars, visible as a faint
blutted patch in our binoculars.
To the north-cast lies
and to our excitement we spot
Comet Holmes, a gassy blob, in
the swirl of his cloak. Orion rises
majestically in the Fast; the Orion
Nebula is visible as a gretn wisp
in his dagger. As he rises, Cygnus
the Swan sets in the west, with its
brightest Deneb, 60,000
times brighter than our Sun, dip-
ping through the mists of the ho-
rizon.

Our melz this year was on as-
tronomy. As usual, we undertook
many different kinds of actvities:
mapping, navi-
gation, art, craft and drama. And,
of course, watching the night -sky.
Here is a sampling of the various

Perscus,

star,

were  in-

kinds of projects  we
volved in.

As a combined group the jun-
lors performed a play with the
planets as
they wrote the script themselves
and worked ‘hard designing the
sets and costumes! Smaller groups
learnt about the size and scale of

the main characters;

the solar system (“if the Sun were
a pumpkin, the Earth would be a

tnustard seed 50 metres away’);

they did spray paintings of the

nebulae- and the ‘big ‘baﬁg;‘*some

were involved with  recreating

the lunar surface using a whole

They

and

room and plaster-of-paris!
invented their own myths
legends about the constellations
and  illustrated  them;
worked with painting, others with
collages, still othets with tie and
dye... the cup runpeth over...!
The Tamalas (11 and 12 year-
olds) did m;ny projects over the
year. They used fhe position of
the sun to create detailed maps of
the campus; the moon- figured in
theit plans as well, as they made

some

precise  lunar  calendars  and
wotked hard - on  understanding
(and  explaining) the phases of.

the moon. They thoroughly
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of celestial sphere;

familiarised themselves with the
night sky “and the abstract con-
cepts used in navigating ir, and
gave a guided tour of the uni-
verse to all night visitors in the
final term.

The Palashas and Ketakis (13
and 14 year-olds) worked - to-
gether for this year’s mels. They
began by performing vatious in-
teresting with

cxperiments very

simple equipment in order to cqi

tlmate the chstance of the s‘i\m the '

rate of rotation of the earth, the
amount of energy reaching our
planet from the sun and so on. All
of their results, whether accurate
or not, wete very interesting and
gave much  further
thought and investigation! They
then moved on to working in our
assembly hall, treating it as a kind
they paintéd

scope  for

detailed
zodiac constellations on the walls,

representations

while positioning a model (re—'

volving) earth at the centre.
The seniots too split into dif-

ferent groups and worked on dif-
studied

ferent projects. Some

spectroscopy and what the light

from distant stars tells us' of their

chemical  composition;  others

of the -




made a model celestial sphere
and used their knowledge of
clectronic  circuits  to  plot  the

courses of the planets across the

B

heavens; many were absorbed by
their roles in an adaptation of
Berstolt Brecht’s Gaditee {performed

with the kind assistance of Gerard
Bayle). Artwork, chartwork...the
seniors had their hands full,




General Studies Programme
The senior students have, as

in past .years, been working. in-

tensively on their General Studie_s

Programme, which looks 4t

themes and topics in an interdis-

ciplinary manner as well as inte-

-grating them with personal study,

observation and hands-on work.
During the first term, the Gen-
eral Studies Programme revolved
around the overarching theme of
Human Migration. Students en-
countered a range of material in
the form of documentaries, oral
histories, short stoties and narra-
tives through which they derived
an understanding of the roots, na-
ture and consequences of differ-
ent forms of migration. Dr Uma
Ramakrishnan, from NCBS, gave
a talk at the school on eatly hu-

man migration.

Amongst the themes studied
were: early human migration, the
Indo-Pak Pardtion,
migration in South Asia, new- im-
migrants in the US, economic mi-
gration in India and displacement
due to large development projects.
migrant
workers in South Bangalore, lis-

Students also et

tenihg to and learning from their
life stories.

In the second term, the senior
school continued to deepen their
understanding of various nature
and campus-telated studies they
had undertaken the past year
These included observations. of
butterflies, wildflowers, birds and
ants. The students also docu-
mented their studies in detail.

Dr Ravi Chellam, an authority
on Asiatic lions and the current
director of ATREE (Ashoka Trust

cross-bosder . 'studying energy 'usage on cam-

fe 2t

for Research in Ecology and the’

Eavironment) spent a day in the
school and gave a fascinating talk
on his work and experiences in

‘the field of consex_’vation.

In the final term, the students

from the senior school worked on

pus and on exploring alternative
enetgy sources. They focused on
consumption in three key areas:
the kitchen, transport and elec-
tricity in the hostels. One group
worked on
using waste cooking oil and Aonge oil.

Excursions

As in grevious‘ years, all the
children of the school travelled
far and wide to mhny parts of the
country and gathered many fich
experiences and insights.

The Sarlas visited BR Hills
and Honnemardu near Sagar in
the Western Ghats. At BR Hills,
the childten encountered, in the
tribal  people
wholly different culture and way

of the area, a
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making bio-diesel

of life, At Honnemardy the high-
lights were of course water re-
lated activities and
Bilvas . visited the
area and stayed at a coffec estate.
They watched the picking of cof-

sports. The

fee beans. _a.nd the manner in
which the beans are proeessed; . |
" they also visited a sufi shrine, did

plenty of trekking in the area and
went on a forest safari. '
The ‘Tamalas and Palashas
travelled as a group to Rajasthan
and visited many of the old cities:
Jaipur, Bikaner, Polhran,

Jaisalmer and Jodhpur. They ex-

plored old forts, palaces and mu-
seums, sampled the excellerit
food, went on camel rides and
experienced the glorious peace
of the desert. '
The Ketakis’ trip took them to
the north-east: to Nameri National
Park where they went on some
forest treks; to Kaziranga, whete
they experienced elephant rides
and jeep rides, and watched rhi-
nos and buffalo; to
they visited the

where Don

Chikmagalur

Shillong, -




Bosco
Tribes,
they met a real live kingl

The Parijatas and Mallikas vis-
ited the Narmada valley in
Madhya Pradesh and the Chambal

Museumn  for
and  Cherrapunji,

Indigenous
where

Wildlife  Sanctuary in Utar
Pradesh as well as the Sanchi
Stupa near Bhopal.

They found Interacting

directly with the children living in
the Narmada valley and staying

under their roofs a very powerful
experience. In  the
one of the students, the trip was a

words  of

“great combination of  social,
historical and environmental
experiences,”

The seniors (Champakas and
Sevantikas) travelled in Arunachal
Pradesh and Assam. Afier an 18
hour delay due to a train accident,
they the FEagle Nest
Sanctuary; trekking in the flame-

reached
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‘many unusual bird

: n-mg of ‘the " last - Syedr’
nately

red forests they saw and heard
species (and
encountered tempera-
turesl). In Kazitanga the high
point was a sighting of ‘the
hoolock gibbon, the only Indian
ape  species. Of course, they
went on elephant rides through
the grass and fog and mist and
had a thoroughly fun time.
Comings and goings

Lalitha Manjunath will be on a
well-deserved sabbatical this
year! She plans to work on pot-
tety and to be involved with
other activities in  educational
contexts. She will be

freezing

sorely
missed!

Nishwath has
with the junior and middle school
this past year and will be moving

been ﬁiorkjng

on to other educational ventures
from. the coming yéar. We wish

her all - the bestr “in her

: endeavours

Boopaz‘by joined " s at the b\egm—

personal c1rcumstances ‘
have obliged him to retarn  to
Coimbatore.

Krishna Kumar was with CFL for
six months in 2007-2008, helping
in the area of mathematics. He
has now returned to Patna, his

hometown.

Rashni was involved with many ~
groups in school, working mainly
on art and pottery. She has left to
continue her studies in art. '

This year Gerard Bayle was with
us for an extended ' stay in eatly
2008. As usual he interacted with
several groups and worked on
drama-related activities and skills,
He was also instrumental in di-
recting Brecht’s The Life of Galileo (a




production by the seniors  that
was eventually enacted - duting
the  mela), and in direcing a
Kannada play for the middie
school. - We thank Gerard and
hope that he will visit us again
next year.

Dy Venkatesh conducted an in-

‘tensive wotkshop on electronics

for the Ketakis in the first term.
We thank him for his mvolve-

ment.
In 2007-08, we again had
some students from Brockwood

Park stay with us. Olpiaz and [Jukia
were with us from September to
December 2007, studying
courses - {art, literature, psychol-
ogy) and plunging into the life of
the school. It was fun having
them on campus.

We would like to welcome

some

some new staff this yeat! Shabari
Rao, a former_: student,. will be on-

campus as a part time teacher

 working with the junior school

and  teaching dance. = Welcome

" backk prya.rw Shivanand has joined
“as a full time staff member. His

of . interest are
environ-mental studies

areas biology,

and land

work (and Indian classical music).
He will be working with the
Ketakis (14 yeat-olds) and'the se-
niors. Rima D’Souza has a back-
ground 1n Montessori training,
and shé will be engaging wit" the
juniofs, '

Campus:

Village Vat@glenahalli, Magadi Taluk,
Ramnagara District, India.

Phone: +91.80.774 8048 / 774 8049

Mailing Address:

545, Banagiri Nagar,
Banashankari 3rd Stage,
Bangalore 560085, India
Email: info@cfl.in
Website: www.cflin
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Donor Information: CFL is &
registered - charitable
Donations to CFL are exempt from
income tax in India to the extent
provided for under Secn. 80G of the
Income Tax Act, 1961. If you wish to
avail tax exemption in the USA,

please email us for details.

Can you help us with our mailing list?
If you would like to receive more
copies of this newsletter or have
friends who would be interested,
please write to us.

society. -



